
 

2nd Decentring ELT conference 

10th & 11th March 2023, online 
 

Call for Papers 
 
The organising committee of the 2nd Decentring ELT conference is calling for submissions of 
talks that illustrate an aspect of Decentring ELT.  The conference is being organised by the 
Hornby Trust and it will take place online on March 10th and 11th 2023. 
In December 2022, the first conference titled ‘Decentring ELT: Challenges and Opportunities’ 
aimed to take forward an initiative launched by the Hornby Trust in 2018 to deepen 
understanding and raise awareness of the potential value of ‘decentring’ ELT (a summary 
report of the conference and links to the sessions are available in the following link 
https://www.hornby-trust.org.uk/decentring-elt). 
The 2nd Decentring ELT conference will enable us to continue to:  

● invite wider reflection/consultation on the notion of ‘Decentring ELT’ 
● identify and analyse examples of Decentring ELT worldwide 
● inspire further activity in this area 

 
What is Decentring ELT? 
A decentring perspective involves valuing and seeking to understand how teachers, often 
collaborating with each other, try to articulate key features of their work (including the 
reasons for these features) and ways they feel their practice can be improved. It highlights 
teachers’ own development of contextually appropriate thinking and action (on 
methodology, materials design, curriculum development, teacher education, and so on) in 
relation to the needs of their local contexts. 
Decentring ELT enables exploration of alternatives to English language teaching centred on 
‘outsider’ agendas.  It entails engagement of contextually situated, ‘insider’ expertise and 
creativity, with teachers and groups of teachers identifying, understanding and extending 
practices which are effective for them, and which can be built on by other teachers, teacher 
educators and policy makers. 
 
In the current Call for papers, we are inviting proposals for talks that illustrate any aspect of 
Decentring ELT.  We welcome proposals with reference to activities in any of the following 
strands: 

a. Projects providing support for established or informal teachers’ groups or 
associations, or for the local chapters of larger TAs. Eg: teachers finding ‘local 
solutions’ to ‘local problems’ through sharing of practices, or adapted materials within 
a local area.  

b. Projects supporting the establishment of horizontal / distributed TA leadership. Eg: 
new models of leadership and /or ways of involving TA members more fully in all 
aspects of TA decision-making. 

c. Projects in which the TA activity aims to make one or more aspects of the wider English 
education system more relevant to their teachers’ contexts, through involvement with 
pre or in-service teacher education, curriculum development, materials, and/or 
induction of novice teachers. Eg: school practicum supervisors working with teacher 
educators to make the Teacher Education syllabus more relevant to the classroom 

https://www.hornby-trust.org.uk/decentring-elt


 
contexts in which trainees will be working, or TAs working with teacher educators and 
/or schools to develop and provide activities that support the effective induction of 
newly recruited teachers.  

Proposals that discuss other examples, experiences or perspectives of Decentring ELT are also 
welcome.  
 
*TA=Teacher Associations 
 
Selected participants will be invited to present a 15-minute talk at the conference followed 
by a Q&A session.  
Please submit your application in the online application form by December 8, 2022. 
Applicants will hear about the success or otherwise of their application by January 16, 2023.  
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_MXdVtkdTKC4vBmt0JLTpfQXu01rqsSMS4yn3YyDgIf6QbA/viewform?usp=sf_link

