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Guidance notes for Conference speakers 
 

NATESOL encourages variety and creativity in the design of input sessions 
for its members but offers the following general guidelines for accepted 
speakers.  
 
The members of NATESOL teach in a wide variety of contexts: at primary, 
secondary, and tertiary levels; in the public and private sectors; and in 
compulsory and non-compulsory education. Many of them have taught in 
more than one of these contexts, both in the UK and overseas. With our move 
to online sessions, our audiences now come from across the globe and are 
truly international. While the topic offered by a speaker may attract an 
audience from one particular context, the committee would be grateful if 
speakers could take some account of this variety in their presentation.  
 
Feedback from our members indicates that they value highly presentations 
which provide a good ‘take home’ practical outcome (something to use on 
Monday morning).  Members also appreciate an indication of theoretical 
underpinnings of practical ideas and being challenged with new ways of 
thinking or approaching a classroom practice.  These are key points to bear in 
mind when planning sessions.  
 

1 Interactive talk (30 minutes plus 10 mins Q&A) 
In a session advertised as an interactive talk, members would expect to spend 
as much time engaged in group or individual tasks as in listening to input from 
the speaker. While the speaker would be responsible for a considerable 
amount of the input, and for the design of the tasks, and would present the 
input through PowerPoint or other means, members would expect to leave the 
session having had the opportunity not only to benefit from the speaker’s 
expertise, but also to contribute to the session in some way and to share the 
knowledge and experience of their colleagues. 
 

2 Short presentation (15 mins plus 5 mins Q&A) 
The shorter presentation format gives speakers the opportunity to share a 
piece of good practice or a successful classroom activity. We are also keen to 
encourage shorter presentations from speakers who may not have sufficient 
material to address a topic at greater length, but would like to raise issues or 
initiate debate. Given the shorter timeframe for these presentations we do not 
expect the same level of interaction as for the longer talks, but would still 
welcome some element of audience interaction and participation.  
 
We can facilitate the use of breakout rooms and other interactive methods of 
in the online conference setting. If you would like to talk through ideas about 
the technical side of interaction in your presentation, please let us know in 
your application form.  
 


